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Te technology of manufacturing aluminum alloy workpieces using additive friction stir deposition (AFS-D) has been thoroughly
investigated. Te ambiguous infuence of deformation processing modes on the material density was found. Examination of the
microstructure in the central zone of the specimens reveals the absence of microdefects typically associated with workpieces
obtained through casting or powder metallurgy methods. It has been observed that the distribution of microhardness is sig-
nifcantly afected by the direction of specimen construction, with approximately a 20% diference in values between the periphery
and the central part of the specimen. Specimens produced using the AFS-D method exhibit a homogeneous microstructure
characteristic of deformable aluminum alloys. Notably, a uniform distribution of intermetallides on the specimen surface has been
identifed. Tis outcome is likely a result of the alloy undergoing recrystallization during the severe plastic deformation process,
leading to the formation of an ultradisperse structure. It is important to emphasize that the selection of technological parameters
for AFS-D should consider not only the magnitude of pressure and deformation but also the deformation speed.

Keywords: aluminum alloy; friction stir additive manufacturing; high-pressure torsion; homogenization; microhardness; mi-
crostructure; severe plastic deformation

1. Introduction

Te rapid evolution of additive manufacturing (AM)
methods has driven their increasing popularity. AM has
burgeoned into a multi-billion-dollar industry, encom-
passing diverse sectors of human life. AM methods are
modern technologies that create a product by applying
material layer by layer to the fnished part. Among the main
advantages of these production methods is a signifcant
reduction in the time and cost of manufacturing a new
product, which is crucial in today’s world [1].

Aluminum alloys are used in the construction of aircraft
engines mainly for stator parts. In this case, the technologies

of workpiece production are usually based on various casting
methods. Casting stands as an economically viable method
for high-volume production. However, as modern aircraft
production leans toward developing new products and
engaging in small-scale production, the necessity to man-
ufacture expensive and intricate casting tooling signifcantly
infates both part costs and production timelines.

One of the promising technologies for the production of
aluminum alloy airframe parts is based on additive methods.
Aluminum products are predominantly generated by se-
lective sintering of aluminum alloy powders using laser or
electron beam heating sources. In the aircraft industry, the
AM method, which uses aluminum alloy wire instead of
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powder, is gaining popularity [2]. Te directed energy de-
position (DED) method is an AM process in which focused
thermal energy (e.g., laser, electron beam, electric arc, or
plasma arc) is used to melt wire materials; that is, it occurs
with a transition to the liquid phase [3]. Te advantage of
this method lies both in the production of parts and in
carrying out repairs. However, the direct growth method
also has a number of disadvantages that signifcantly limit its
application: low accuracy, high heating leading to structural
changes, elevated energy consumption, and equipment cost.

Tese challenges are relevant for the whole range of
aircraft structural materials including aluminum alloys. Te
main problem with silumines, the most prevalent aluminum
alloys in aircraft construction, is their relatively low strength
and ductility characteristics. As coarse silicon inclusions in
the eutectic phase are the main factor in reducing the
strength of pre-eutectic silumines, enhancing the dis-
persibility of silicon crystals emerges as a pivotal goal for
improving their properties. For this purpose, methods to
infuence the structures including severe plastic deformation
(SPD), sodium modifcation, and heat treatment are used.

Studies in the feld of improving the quality of aluminum
alloys by deformation processing have shown the high ef-
fciency of SPD methods [4]. Tus, it is reasonable to an-
ticipate that the integration of 3D printing techniques for
aluminum workpieces, in tandem with SPD, will yield
signifcant enhancements in the quality of the produced
workpieces.

In modern conditions, additive technologies fnd ap-
plications across various industries, including medicine,
mechanical engineering, and aircraft construction.Te most
common methods of obtaining products from metals and
alloys are selective laser sintering [5] and fusion, as well as
electron beam deposition [6]. Despite the numerous evident
advantages ofered by additive technologies in comparison
with traditional methods, these innovative approaches also
exhibit certain disadvantages associated with low mechan-
ical properties of the obtained products and the need for
further postprocessing [7]. Furthermore, the process of
powder melting results in the formation of a cast structure
characterized by large grain size, liquations of alloying el-
ements, and noncontinuities. Tis not only reduces me-
chanical properties but also leads to an increase in their
dispersion. Tus, many methods used in AM of metal and
alloy-based products based on melting allow to obtain parts
of complex shapes, but do not allow to achieve high
structural characteristics due to the transition from liquid to
solid phases [8]. Workpieces obtained through these
methods entail substantial production costs, as they ne-
cessitate specialized equipment for implementation. Tey
also exhibit residual stresses due to the rapid solidifcation
following the melting of metal powders, which compromises
the precision of the fnal products and mandates compulsory
heat treatment. Terefore, contemporary industrial pro-
duction requirements for product properties are not always
met by these technologies, underscoring the necessity to
explore alternative AM approaches [9, 10].

Additive friction stir deposition (AFS-D) [11–13] is one of
the promisingmethods for producing high-strength products.

Te application of this technology makes it possible not only
to manufacture products from existing metals and alloys but
also to create new composite compounds and architectural
materials with specifed properties [13–15]. Te authors of
works [7, 16] proposed to use this process to obtain coatings.
It was found that this technology ofers excellent adhesion to
the substrate material and yields a satisfactory coating
structure. In [17], the adhesion strength of coatings obtained
by AFS-D at diferent process parameters was evaluated by
bending tests. Bending tests revealed the presence of small
delaminations without signs of fracture at the interface at the
selection of certain parameters of this method, which con-
frms the need for a wide study of the infuence of techno-
logical parameters on coating properties.

In a previous study [18], a model for evaluating the
structure and mechanical properties of products obtained by
this method was developed. To assess the adequacy of the
proposed model, an experimental evaluation was carried out.
It was found that the grain size and mechanical properties are
signifcantly afected by technological parameters [18–20]. In
particular, the average grain sizes of diferent layers depend on
the temperature of the stirring and restirring processes. An
increase in layer thickness can result in a decrease in the
reheating and stirring temperature, a reduction in the average
grain size, and an increase in the stifness within the stirring
zone [18]. Te peculiarities of AFS-D technology make it
possible to produce products from light alloys with high
mechanical properties. In particular, products from magne-
sium- and aluminum-based alloys produced by this method
have hardness 15%–20% higher compared to those manu-
factured using conventional technology [21], with mechanical
properties remaining consistent.Te authors of [22] point out
that an important factor determining the quality of deposition
is the process temperature. In addition to technological pa-
rameters, the process temperature is signifcantly infuenced
by the material and thickness of the substrate.

As mentioned above, the properties of products are
signifcantly infuenced by technological parameters, and the
appropriate selection of these parameters facilitates the at-
tainment of a submicrocrystalline structure [3]. It is likely
that recrystallization processes occur during AFS-D con-
tributing to the formation of a fne-grained equiaxed
structure. However, when producing products from alu-
minum alloys, repeated recrystallization may occur,
resulting in a reduction in their mechanical properties [23].
In [24], it is indicated that further heat treatment of alu-
minum alloy 7055 does not lead to a signifcant change in
mechanical properties, and it is suggested to vary the
technological parameters of AFS-D to improve them.

Despite the extensive research conducted on aluminum
alloys, which possess relatively low melting points, the lit-
erature also contains data demonstrating the successful
application of this technology in the friction welding of
steels, nickel, and titanium alloys [25, 26]. Consequently,
obtaining bulk products from alloys with a higher melting
point is possible, but requires a set of studies.

Tus, AM by friction stirring is a promising method for
obtaining critical products that require high mechanical
properties. Te main disadvantage of this method is the
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necessity for additional mechanical processing of the product
to obtain the specifed dimensions. However, advantages such
as preservation of structure heredity and in some cases its
improvement, absence of alloying element loss, low residual
stresses due to lower temperatures during friction stirring,
and reduced gas emissions in the process make this method
exceptionally promising for product manufacturing.

Te AFS-D method provides great opportunities for
obtaining products with high mechanical properties, elim-
inating the need for preliminary structural homogenization
of the initial materials. Tis is because the frictional stirring
process can be regarded as the SPD process. Consequently, it
becomes imperative to investigate the homogenization
processes and the infuence of processing modes on the
structure and properties of workpieces subjected to SPD.
Treatment of bulk workpieces from the point of view of
material homogenization research is a time-consuming and
resource-consuming process. An alternative option is to
conduct studies on small-sized specimens subjected to se-
vere deformation by high-pressure torsion (HPT).

In [27], the authors assume that the deformation pattern
in friction stir welding is close to simple shear. Conse-
quently, as AM by friction stirring is actually the develop-
ment of friction welding process to produce bulk products,
specimens obtained by HPT can be used to investigate
processes occurring in thin layers during product
manufacturing.

At the current stage of AFS-D technology advancement,
a large number of technological equipment has been de-
veloped to support this process. Tus, works [28–30] de-
scribe methods and tools for applying material to surface
using frictional heating and compressive loading. However,
they do not specify how powder or electrode is fed and
pressurized or whether it is possible to supply material
consistently or only discontinuously. Study [31] introduces
tool and method for producing coatings via friction welding,
employing spindle through which material is continuously
or intermittently fed. It is proposed to use powder or
granules as the material for coating application, which is fed
into place by a screw.Te speed of the screw and spindle can
be set and varied according to the operator’s desire. In [32],
a layer-forming tool is described, characterized by the design
of a simple cylinder with protrusion through the axis of
which material in powder form is fed.

At this stage of development, AFS-D technology dem-
onstrates its capability to work with an array of materials,
including magnesium, aluminum, copper, high-strength
steels, and various composite materials such as aluminum
with silicon carbide fller. Te process involves the gradual
buildup of material by forcibly embedding it into the sub-
strate or previous layer. Tis method ensures high isotropy
and density without actual melting of the metal, thus
mitigating issues related to shrinkage and risk of hot cracks.
Moreover, this technology facilitates the creation of gradient
structures by constructing separate sections from diferent
metals or alloys, as well as applying layers from mixtures of
two or more materials. Obviously, the resolution of 3D
printing is low, but the emphasis is on productivity and
reducing waste in the postprocessing of the resulting

workpieces. Te frst commercial model of a 3D printer
using rotary friction welding technology, designated as B8, is
capable of building parts up to 915mm× 305mm× 305mm
in size. One of the remarkable aspects of this technology is its
ability to operate without requiring a vacuum chamber or
protective gas environment.

Te AFS-D process is based on the core principles of
friction stir welding. In friction stir welding, a rotating pin
moves between the workpieces intended for joining. As a result
of friction, thematerial of the workpieces ismelted and a strong
joint is formed.Te AFS-D technology is based on the rotation
of the tool, forcefully pressed against the substrate.Tis process
induces substantial heating in the contact zone, facilitating the
application of the initial layer, and this sequence is repeated as
needed. Te tools are bars, metal powder, or wire [33]. Te
main disadvantage of using wire and powder is the impossi-
bility to realize in the plastic deformation zone shear stresses
sufcient for structural element fragmentation, as well as to use
diferentmaterials for diferent layers. At the same time, the use
of bar workpieces necessitates periodic replacement, resulting
in the formation of “cold joints.” However, in this case, in the
plastic deformation zone, conditions are created that allow to
provide SPD of the material, contributing to a signifcant in-
crease in the level of mechanical properties and a decrease in
the value of their dissipation.

Literature analysis has shown the promising application
of additive technologies based on friction stir welding for the
production of machine part workpieces. However, the
multitude of existing variants of this technology and the
corresponding array of process parameters, compounded by
the variety of materials handled, have posed challenges in
establishing clear criteria for their selection. Also, the
questions concerning the efectiveness of employing AFS-D
to produce aluminum workpieces with a high level of me-
chanical properties and the infuence of construction modes
on the material structure remain relevant.

Te purpose of this study is to evaluate the efciency of
the AFS-D method for aluminum workpieces, as well as to
determine the main tasks and research directions for its
industrial implementation. To achieve the set goal, the tasks
related to physical modeling of the process involving mixing
and deformation of metal under pressure; exploration of
hardness, structure, and phase composition of deformed
specimens; distribution of alloying elements; and in-
vestigation of the structure and hardness of workpieces
obtained by the AFS-D method were solved. Te tasks that
must be solved for its industrial implementation were also
identifed and categorized.

2. Materials and Methods

Specimens made of AlSi10Mg-0403 alloy (Si—9.6%,
Mg—0.3%, Fe—0.1%, Mn—0.1%, and the rest—Al) obtained
by selective laser sintering of powder mixture on a Concept
Laser 3D printer were studied. Deformation of cylindrical-
shaped specimens (with a diameter of 10mm and a height of
1mm) was carried out by applying pressure of 5GPa and
torsion for fve full revolutions at room temperature
(Figure 1). Te torsional speeds were 0.5 and 1 rpm. Both
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specimens experienced an equivalent strain of approxi-
mately 60. Te specimen density was determined by hy-
drostatic weighing, which was carried out on electronic
analytical scales of XA 310/X type.

Metallographic studies, to identify the features of the
specimen structure, were performed. Te structure was
studied using a Zeiss Axio Observer optical microscope.

Microhardness distribution studies across the cross
section of the specimens were performed on the unetched
grinds after pretreatment with fne abrasive sandpaper
(Figure 2). To exclude the appearance of secondary
hardening and pore rubbing, grinding was carried out
under constant load on a MECATECH 234 grinding and
polishing machine equipped with an automatic specimen
holder.

Microhardness measurements were conducted using an
HVA-1 microhardness tester equipped with an automated
loading device, ensuring a high degree of measurement
accuracy. A 10-s loading time was applied with an indenter
load of 100 g.Te indenter’s impression area was determined
from microphotographs by selecting the impression pro-
jection in automatic mode.

Te study of porosity was carried out by the hydrostatic
weighing method. Scales accurate to 0.01 g were used. To
protect the specimen surfaces, they were coated with a layer
of parafn before immersion in distilled water. In calculating
porosity, the density of the compact body was assumed to be
equal to the density of the alloy in the cast state.

Alloying element distribution was investigated using X-
ray spectral microanalysis (XRMS) conducted on a scanning
electron microscope JSM-6360LA in mapping mode. Te
results were presented in the form of color maps, where areas
with higher chemical element content corresponded to re-
gions with more intense coloring.

X-ray difractometric analysis was carried out on a HZG-
4 difractometer. Scanning was performed within the angle
range of 10°–120° with a step size of 0.1°. Phase and chemical
compound identifcation was accomplished through
calculation-based methods using the “Match 3” software.

For the construction of specimens by the AFS-Dmethod,
consumable aluminum rods with a diameter of 12mm were
used. Tese rods were secured within a specialized spring
mandrel mounted on a vertical milling machine (Figure 3).

Te use of a spring mandrel allowed for the precise reg-
ulation and maintenance of the pressing force applied by the
consumable rod’s end against the substrate at a constant level.
A steel bar was used as a substrate. Te consumable rod was

heated by a fow of heated air. Te temperature within the
plastic deformation zone of the rod was controlled with an
accuracy of ±1°C using a noncontact pyrometer. Before pro-
cessing, the substrate was heated to the operating temperature.

3. Results and Discussion

Te process of constructing workpieces through friction
stirring using the AFS-D method essentially consists of
shearing a thin layer from the end of a rotating consumable
rod that is pressed against a substrate (Figure 4).

In this case, as a frst approximation, the processes oc-
curring in the AFS-D method can be likened to those ob-
served in specimens subjected to SPD by HPT [34]. Te
validity of using such an approach can be justifed by the
physical similarity of the occurring phenomena. Tis can be
inferred from the consistent ratio of similar and character-
izing values. Te process of metal deformation at AFS-D and
HPT can be described by similar diferential equations as the
basic conditions of unambiguity are fulflled. Tese include
the geometric shape and dimensions of the deformation zone,
the similarity of physical (physical and chemical) material
parameters, the initial conditions of the process (initial ve-
locity, temperature, etc.), and the state of the system at its
boundaries. Tus, it can be stated that the processes are
geometrically and physically similar. Tis enables the appli-
cation of similarity theory to investigate the AFS-D process
concerning the development of properties and structure
within a single thin layer of the specimen. Te practical
application of this conclusion lies in the examination of the
formed material structure on small cylindrical specimens,
obtained in the HPT process with diferent modes.

Microstructures of initial specimens (Figure 5(a)) and
specimens after HPT with varying striker rotation speeds
(Figures 5(b) and 5(c)) indicate the absence of macro-
fractures, such as pores or cracks, within the material.
However, their density difers.

It was found that the density of the specimens in the
initial state was 2558 kg/m3, after HPT at 0.5 rpm–2775 kg/
m3 and at 1 rpm–2162 kg/m3. Tus, the density of the
specimens after deformation by HPT changed ambiguously.
It decreased by 15% when subjected to torsion with higher
speed and increased by 8% when subjected to torsion with
lower speed (Figure 6).

Te observed regularity can be explained by the ap-
pearance of strain gustiness coupled with material dehar-
dening. In [35], the change in material’s elastic limit is

t = 1.5 mm

ϕ10+ 0.09

(a) (b)

Figure 1: Sketch (a) and general view of specimens in the initial state and after HPT treatment (b).
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attributed to both hardening and loss of continuity, marked
by the presence of submicroscopic cracks resulting from
overpeening. Probably, the observed change in specimen
density is associated with exceeding the rational degree of
material deformation.

Te analysis of microhardness distribution in initial
specimens and specimens after HPT deformation revealed
a number of basic regularities of strain hardening (Figure 7).
After HPT, a radial hardening gradient was observed in the
specimens. Microhardness values in the central part of both

ϕ10 mm

1 mm

–4 –3 –2 –1 0 +1+2+3+4

(a)

Substrate

(b)

Figure 2: General view and scheme of microhardness measurement on specimen grinds after HPT (a) and AFS-D with cross-feed (b).

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 3: Consumable rod (a), spring mandrel (b), and the process of material layer applying (c).

Pressing

Longitudinal
feed Rotation

Cross feed

h

(a)

Pressing

Rotation

(b)

Figure 4: Motion kinematics during AFS-D (a) and HPT (b).
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specimens were about 18% lower than in the periphery. Te
results of studies involving a similar alloy with comparable
chemical composition indicate [36] that a uniform radial
distribution of specimenmicrohardness is not achieved even
at signifcantly higher degrees of deformation (10 turns).

From Figure 7, it is evident that the deformation speed
signifcantly afects the microhardness values of the speci-
mens. As the rotation speed of the strikers increased, the
material’s microhardness decreased. Te hardening degree
of the specimen peripheral part was 55% and 33% at rotation
speeds of 0.5 rpm and 1 rpm, respectively. Tis observation
might indicate concurrent hardening and softening pro-
cesses during the treatment. Under similar experimental
conditions, it is reasonable to suggest that specimen heating
infuences the hardening process. Te increase in de-
formation speed is accompanied by an increase in its
temperature and, probably, by dynamic recrystallization
processes. Te obtained results contrast with the study of Al
1050 alloy [37], where diferent deformation speeds (0.2 and
5 rpm) led to the same values of microhardness. Tis dis-
crepancy could imply a substantial infuence of the alloy
grade on the patterns of strain hardening during the HPT
process. Considering that material hardness indirectly re-
fects its strength characteristics, it becomes apparent that

the deformation mode signifcantly impacts them. Conse-
quently, to strengthen pre-eutectic silumin by intensive
plastic deformation via HPT, it is essential to take into
account not only the magnitude of pressure and strain but
also the deformation speed.

Material properties are signifcantly infuenced by the
phase composition. It is known from the literature that the
phase composition of various materials changes during HPT
processes [38]. Considering that the accumulated strain
during HPT can reach ∼1.5 even on the specimen axis [39],
its phase composition can also undergo changes.

Te results of X-ray difractometric analysis showed
(Figure 8) that the position of difraction peaks remains
consistent between the initial specimen and those subjected
to HPT, irrespective of the deformation mode. Traces of
β″-phase (Mg5Si6) were detected in the specimens after
annealing. Teir absence in the deformed specimens sug-
gests a potential decrease in their mass concentration to
a level below the sensitivity threshold due to the mass
transfer and mixing processes typical for SPD [40]. At the
same time, a change in peak intensity and width was

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 5: Microstructures of specimens in diferent states: (a) initial state (3D print); (b) after HPT at a speed of 0.5 rpm; (c) after HPT at
a speed of 1 rpm.
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Figure 6: Change in density of specimens after HPTwith diferent
deformation speeds.
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Figure 7: Microhardness distribution in the cross section of the
specimens after HPT with diferent deformation speeds.
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observed. Te variation in intensity possibly indicates the
development of a crystallographic texture, whereas changes
in peak width may signify changes in crystallite size.

Quantitative analysis of the difractograms indicates
a fvefold, statistically signifcant decrease in the size of the
coherent scattering region (CSR) (Table 1). At the same time,
the size of the CSR did not depend on the deformation speed
during the HPT process. It can also be stated that HPT did
not lead to a change in the lattice parameter value.

Te efect of vortex formation in a thin deformed layer of
specimens, which is typical for metal deformation by simple
shear [40], is accompanied by homogenization of alloying
elements (Figure 9). Te more homogeneous distribution of
magnesium and silicon observed after HPT, coupled with
grain refnement and the development of numerous high-
angle grain boundaries, is also likely to contribute to strength
improvement and reduction in scattering.

Specimens were built by the AFS-D method with lon-
gitudinal and cross-feed. With a favorable combination of
temperature, force, and kinematic parameters of the process,
high-strength bulk specimens were obtained in both cases
(Figure 10).

As depicted in Figure 10, the process of workpiece
construction involved the formation of thin concentric
layers resulting from material fow under the thermo-
mechanical action of the rotating tool and the preformed
layer. At the tool exit location, the formation of two zones,
conventionally termed the core zone and the peripheral
zone, was observed.

Te structure of the workpieces (Figures 11 and 12) was
a set of layers, formed in the process of tool rotation. At the
edges of the grind, noncontinuities and pores were observed.

Te formation of these defects in the peripheral zone is
probably related to the peculiarities of the workpiece
manufacturing technology. Teir size and number can be
regulated by selecting appropriate technological parameters.
In the central zone, the microstructure of the AFS-D con-
structed workpieces in both longitudinal and cross di-
rections (Figure 12) indicates the absence of microdefects in
the form of noncontinuities typical of cast and powder
workpieces (e.g., pores and fakes). In general, the macro-
structure of the obtained specimens looks rather homoge-
neous, and the layering is not visualized.

Te analysis of the cross-microgrind (Figures 11(b) and
12) perpendicular to the multilayer workpiece construction
direction (Figures 11(b) and 12) allows us to visually dis-
tinguish discrete layers by insignifcant microstructural
diferences. It can be explained by slight deviations in the
thermal conditions of the layer’s application related to the
peculiarities in the heating of the tool working zone.
However, there are no visible material defects at the
boundaries of adjacent layers. Tis observation implies the
potential to build dense workpieces with an unlimited
number of layers.

Te investigation of microhardness distribution in the
cross and longitudinal sections of workpieces indicates
regularity characteristic for the features of AFS-D method
construction. Tus, in the cross direction of the workpieces
constructed using the AFS-D method with cross-feed
(Figures 10(b), 11(b), 12), the minimum microhardness
value of 770MPa. . .790MPa corresponds to the upper layer
formed at the stage of contact opening between the work-
piece and the tool. Te thickness of the layer with varying
microhardness is about 2mm. At the same time, the
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Figure 8: Difractograms of specimens in diferent states: (a) initial state (3D print); (b) after HPT at a speed of 0.5 rpm; (c) after HPT at
a speed of 1 rpm; (d) after annealing; Δ, traces of the β″-phase (Mg5Si6).
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microhardness of the inner layers does not statistically difer
and is in the range of 900MPa. . .920MPa for the in-
vestigated construction mode (Figure 13). Tis fact indicates
the stability of the growth process and the mechanical
properties of the obtained workpiece. Te observed regu-
larity of microhardness distribution in the upper part of the
workpiece can be explained by the acceleration of tool
movement in the axial direction for contact opening.

In the longitudinal direction of the workpiece con-
structed by AFS-D using the cross-feed method, the regu-
larity of microhardness change has a similar characteristic to
that of the HPT process (Figure 7). Te lowest micro-
hardness values are observed in the zone corresponding to
the center of the consumed rod, ranging from 800MPa to

820MPa, whereas the highest values are in the peripheral
areas, measuring 960MPa–980MPa (Figure 10(b)). Te
diference in microhardness amounts to roughly 20%.
Similar to the deformation via the HPT method, this reg-
ularity is explained by the diference in the circumferential
velocity of the tool. Considering the established dependence
of microhardness on deformation speed in HPT-treated
specimens, it can be assumed that an increase in the di-
ameter of the consumable rod will also contribute to
a heightened diference between the workpiece micro-
hardness formed in its central and peripheral parts.

Te observed regularity of microhardness distribution
can be the cause of local diferences in the physical and
mechanical properties of AFS-D workpieces, as well as

Table 1: Quantitative characteristics of X-ray difractometric analysis.

Specimen state, HPT deformation mode Lattice parameter of aluminum-based solid solution a (Å) CSR size D (nm)
3D print, initial 4.054 257± 30
1 rpm 4.054 56± 5
0.5 rpm 4.057 53± 6
After annealing 4.059 —

Microstructure Chemical element
Mg Si Al

(а)

(b)

Figure 9: Electron micrographs and XRMS results in mapping mode for initial specimens (a) and after HPT (b).

(a) (b)

Figure 10: General view of three-layer specimens obtained by the AFS-D method with longitudinal (a) and cross-feed (b).

8 Advances in Materials Science and Engineering

 5928, 2024, 1, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1155/2024/7424560 by U

kraine - C
ochrane, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [24/04/2025]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense



Longitudinal
section

Cross
section

(a) (b)

Longitudinal
section

Cross
section

Figure 11: General view of longitudinal and cross sections of three-layer specimens obtained by the AFS-D method with longitudinal (a)
and cross-feed (b).
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Figure 12: Macrostructure of the specimen cross section.
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Figure 13: Microhardness distribution in cross and longitudinal directions of workpieces constructed by the AFS-D method.
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forming the internal architecture of the material. Control-
ling the construction strategy of individual layers opens up
the possibility of changing the spatial orientation of
workpiece regions with diferent properties. Teir rational
orientation with respect to the loads acting on the part
during operation will increase the safety margin of the part
with internal architecture in comparison with parts made of
isotropic materials [41].

Te microstructure of the initial consumable rod was
typical for cast aluminum alloys, consisting of aluminum
dendrites (light areas) and aluminum–silicon eutectics (dark
areas) (Figure 14).

Te investigation of the specimen microstructure ob-
tained by the AFS-D method revealed its transformation
compared to its initial state. It was found that the specimens
had a homogeneous microstructure typical for deformable
aluminum alloys. A uniform distribution of intermetallides
on the grind surface was observed, likely owing to re-
crystallization of the alloy in the SPD process, resulting in
the ultradispersed structure development. As can be seen
from Figure 15(c), there is a tendency to form a “banded”
structure.

Figure 16(d) shows a similar pattern of the certain di-
rectionality formation (in the form of “half-rings”) in the
microstructure due to the peculiarities of the tool motion.

During the research process, it was found that non-
compliance with rational modes and construction condi-
tions resulted in not only the appearance of defects in the
workpieces but also the destruction of the consumable rod.
Te main types of its degradation were local material
sticking (Figure 17(a)) and fufng (Figure 17(b)). Te ap-
pearance of such destruction led to the impossibility of
further workpiece construction and the need to replace the
consumable rod.

One of the key features of the AFS-D process is its ability
to refne the grain structure due to SPD. However, it is
important to note that the fnal grain size is likely to be
infuenced by the alloy composition. Generally, alloys with
a higher content of alloying elements tend to exhibit larger
fnal grain sizes compared to less alloyed materials when
processed through AFS-D. Tis phenomenon has been
observed in similar SPD processes.

It has been established that the application of AFS-D
technology for the synthesis of aluminum alloy workpieces
allows for obtaining a favorable microstructure typical for
deformable alloys. Te formation of an ultradispersed
structure is observed, as in common SPD processes.

Te AFS-D process ofers a unique advantage in ho-
mogenizing existing alloys, which can signifcantly impact
the microstructure and mechanical properties of the pro-
cessed material. Tis method allows for a uniform distri-
bution of alloying elements across the cross section of the
product, positively infuencing the overall mechanical
properties. Te peculiarities of the workpiece synthesis
process enable us to consider the potential architectural
formation of material properties according to the required
part geometry.

Like any technology, AFS-D has advantages and dis-
advantages that may limit its application (Figure 18).

Based on the conducted experimental studies, a classifer
of problems aimed at expanding the scope of this technology
application in various industries has been developed
(Figure 19).

Te factors that condition and limit the introduction of
AFS-D technology in industry, conventionally, to facilitate
problem-solving, should be divided into several directions.
Among them, the main ones are materials science, technol-
ogy, and the direction related to the construction architecture.

Figure 14: Microstructure of the initial consumable rod of D16 alloy.

(a) (b) (c) (d)

Figure 15: Microstructure of specimens obtained by the AFS-D method with longitudinal feed: (a and b) cross direction; (c and d)
longitudinal direction.
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Addressing the outlined problems within each direction
ensures the improvement of the fnished part parameters.Te
particular issues to be resolved for part production using this

technology vary based on the service purpose of the part.
However, if all the problems specifed in the classifer (Fig-
ure 18) are solved, the AFS-D technology will create serious

(a) (b) (c) (d)

Figure 16: Microstructure of specimens obtained by the AFS-D method with cross-feed: (a and b) cross direction; (c and d) longitudinal
direction.

(a) (b)

Figure 17: General view of the consumable rod end surface destruction caused by material sticking (a) and fufng (b).
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Figure 18: Advantages and disadvantages of AFS-D technology.
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competition to traditional methods of part production,
contributing to the improvement of their characteristics si-
multaneously with signifcant resource savings.

4. Conclusions

Te results obtained demonstrate the potential of AFS-D for
manufacturing high-quality aluminum alloy parts. Te AFS-
D process induces SPD analogous to HPT, enabling sig-
nifcant grain refnement. HPT testing of small specimens
provides an expedient way to screen processing modes.

Specimens subjected to HPT exhibit diferent changes in
density and microhardness depending on deformation speed:
Processing with lower speed results in higher values. Micro-
hardness distribution is typical for this process, revealing the
diference of approximately 20% between center and periphery.
Te observed reduction in the size of the CSR, from 257nm to
53. . .56nm, indicates the signifcant crystallite fragmentation.

AFS-D specimens displayed homogeneous, fne-grained
structures typical of deformable Al alloys with uniformly
dispersed intermetallic phases, likely owing to dynamic
recrystallization during processing. In the cross direction of
workpieces created with cross-feed, the upper layer
exhibited a minimum microhardness of 770. . .790MPa
during contact opening. Tis layer, with a thickness of about
2mm, displayed varying microhardness. Te microhardness
of inner layers (900. . .920MPa) remained statistically

consistent, indicating stability in the growth process and
mechanical properties. At the same time, in the longitudinal
direction of these workpieces, the microhardness change
pattern closely resembles that of the HPT process.

Tus, the obtained results suggest that in selecting AFS-
D process parameters, considerations should extend beyond
pressure and strain values to also encompass deformation
speed. Failing to follow optimal processing conditions risks
defects and tool damage. To obtain workpieces of complex
confguration, it is promising to use multi-axis machining
centers that allow changing tool blocks with fxed con-
sumable rods in automatic mode, industrial implementa-
tion, and qualifcation trials.

In summary, AFS-D is an efcient technique for
manufacturing enhanced Al alloy parts versus conventional
methods. Te ultrafne grains and lack of casting faws
demonstrate advantages over other additive approaches
reliant on melting. By inducing intense deformation anal-
ogous to SPD, AFS-D generates wrought-like structures in
as-deposited parts with properties superior to casting. Tis
makes AFS-D an appealing production route for critical
aerospace and defense parts.

Te prospect of further research is to study the features
of structure and mechanical and physical properties of
workpieces processed by HPT with diferent modes. To
address challenges associated with the AFS-D process in-
dustrial scaling, further research and development are

The main problems for high-strength aluminum workpieces obtaining 
with the AFS-D method

1. Materials science

1.1.1. Layer

1.1.2. Layer interface

1.1.3. Material and hardness
distribution (internal
architecture)

2. Technological

2.1.1. Deformation zone
simulation

2.1.2. Dimensional precision

2.1.3. Materials combination 
in the tool

2.1.4. Tool manufacturing
technology

2.1.6. Construction modes

2.1.7. Strategy for movement
within a layer 

2.1.5. Tool stiffness

2.1.8. Strategy for moving
through layers

2.2.2. Thermal

2.2.3. Finishing and
strengthening

2.2.1. Mechanical

3. Structural

3.2.1. Short-term

3.2.2. Fatigue strength

3.3.1. According to static
safety margin

2.1. Construction

2.2. Post processing

2.3. Cost price

3.1. The part stress-
strain state simulation

3.2. Strength research

3.2.3. Fracture toughness

3.3. Design strategy

3.3.2. According to cyclic
safety margin

3.3.3. According to survivability

1.2. Crystallographic
texture

1.1. Structure

Figure 19: Problem classifer for introducing AFS-D in industry.
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planned, focusing on process parameter optimization, real-
time monitoring and control systems, improved tool de-
signs, postprocessingmethods, simulation, andmodeling for
defect prevention. Successfully overcoming these hurdles
will unlock AFS-D’s potential for producing high-quality
components, particularly in industries demanding high-
performance, lightweight parts such as aerospace and au-
tomotive sectors.
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