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The article states that over the years of independence, the construction industry has gone
through a thorny path of trial and error, since at the initial stages of its formation,
construction organizations did not have sufficient knowledge and practical skills, they
worked according to old, still Soviet standards. At present, the experience of Ukrainian
builders is much greater, enriched by the new Estimated Norms of Ukraine in the form of
two Guidelines — “Guidelines for determining the cost of construction” and “Guidelines
for determining the cost of design, scientific design, survey work and examination of
design documentation for construction”. However, despite this, the issues of the procedure
for accounting for the cost of construction products or construction work of transaction
costs still remain unresolved in construction practice, which significantly complicates the
pricing procedure in construction. For a clear understanding of the essence of the concept
of “transaction costs”, its interpretation in the reference literature and among scientists is
considered. It is stated that a theoretical consensus on the issue, which in fact is transaction
costs, has not yet been reached. The author’s definition of traction costs is proposed as
costs associated with the organization of interaction and coordination of relationships
between business entities, which are aimed at creating conditions for the effective conduct
of economic activities and provide for a decrease in economic benefits due to the disposal
of assets or hidden losses, as a result of the opacity of the economic environment and the
asymmetry of market information, or an increase in the obligations associated with the
maintenance of the business partnership process. The necessity of making additions and
adjustments to the Estimated Standards of Ukraine “Guidelines for determining the cost
of construction” in terms of establishing standards for transaction costs for construction
projects is proved. Clearly formulated proposals for the modification of estimated standards
for pricing in construction, the implementation of which in practice will allow: to determine
a more realistic cost of construction and construction work; ensure strict control over the
targeted use of funds allocated to finance construction projects, as well as introduce a set
of effective measures to maintain an adequate state construction policy, supported by
effective institutions for regulating the activities of contractors in the construction sector.
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Introduction and problem statement

The development of the construction sector of
the economy in the context of Ukraine’s recovery
from the consequences of the war is of great
importance. However, its acceleration is complicated
by shadow activity, high transaction costs of
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legalization and bureaucracy of power structures.
The key reasons for the development of shadow
activity in construction are the imperfect regulatory
framework and the complexity of construction
activities, which are accompanied by many problems
at all stages of its implementation — from the process
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of acquiring a land plot and going through imperfect
permitting procedures to putting the facility into
operation. These problems are connected not only
with the policy of developers, but also with the state
of adjacent markets, the presence of administrative
barriers, the excessive number of which hinders
entrepreneurial activity and contributes to the
emergence of monopoly structures, which hinders
the development of construction, hinders the
improvement of its quality, overestimates the cost
of construction products and reduces its availability
for consumers [1, c. 22].

Therefore, the issues of developing and
implementing a set of effective measures to maintain
an adequate state construction policy, supported by
effective institutions for regulating the activities of
contractors in the construction sector, and, above
all, estimated standards and norms, become relevant.

Analysis of recent research and publications

Currently, the issue of estimated standards in
construction is in the center of attention of scientists
and practitioners, which is primarily related to the
importance of the construction industry in the
recovery of the economy of Ukraine from the
consequences of the war and the reform of the system
for the development and approval of estimated
standards and standards for pricing in construction,
initiated with the entry into force of the Law of
Ukraine dated September 20, 2019 Ne 124 “On
Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine
in Connection with the Adoption of the Law of
Ukraine “On Standardization” (hereinafter — Law
Ne 124) [2]. In our opinion, the works of
Pinda Yu.V. [1], Gerasimenko T.V. [9],
Shesterniak M.M. [10], Zagorodniy A. G., Voznyuk
G.L. [12], Matthews R.C.O. [13], Milosnik V.I. [14],
Makaluk L.V. [15], Vlasenko O.P. [16], Pavelko O.V. [18§],
Amusan L.M., Afolabi A., Ojelabi R., Omuh I. and
Okagbue H.I. [20], Tang Y., Chen Y., Hua Y., and
FuY. [21], Kavuma A., Ock J., and Jang H. [22],
and others are interesting for research. Undoubtedly,
scientists have submitted valid proposals regarding
the modification of estimate standards in pricing in
construction. On the other hand, practical experience
proves that certain issues remain outside the attention
of scientists until now. In particular, the question of
the procedure for taking into account transaction
costs in the cost of construction products or
construction works needs its final solution, which
justifies the relevance of this study.

The purpose of the article

The purpose of the article is to search for ways
to modify the estimated standards for pricing in
construction in terms of normalizing transaction costs.

Presentation of the main material of the study
with a full justification of the obtained scientific results

The experience of practical work in the field of
construction and the study of many production-
scientific connections in the construction industry
at the level of interpersonal, collective and corporate
relations, allows us to note that the principles and
methods of pricing in construction still remain
imperfect.

Of course, with the entry into force of the Law
of Ukraine No 124 dated 20.09.2019 “On
Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine
in Connection with the Adoption of the Law of
Ukraine “On Standardization” (hereinafter — Law
Ne 124) [2] in pricing in construction took place
real revolutionary changes, as a result of which art.
7 of the Law of Ukraine “On Prices and Pricing”
[3] and Article 3 of the Law of Ukraine “On
Investment Activities” [4], where it is clearly
established that the formation, development and
approval of estimated norms and regulations on
pricing in construction, determination of the order
of their application, verification of compliance with
these norms and standards when calculating the cost
of construction of objects built with the involvement
of budget funds, funds of state and communal
enterprises, institutions and organizations, loans
granted under state guarantees, are carried out by
the central body of executive power, which ensures
the formation and implements state policy in the
field of construction, urban planning and architecture
[3,4], i.e. at the Ministry of Regions of Ukraine.

In order to implement the specified laws, the
Ministry of Regions of Ukraine in accordance with
the Order “On the procedure for the application of
estimation norms and standards on pricing when
determining the cost of construction” dated 06.25.21
under Ne 162 [5] and the Order “On the approval of
estimation norms of Ukraine in construction” dated
01.11.2021 under No 281 [6] approved the Costing
Standards of Ukraine in the form of two Guidelines
— “QGuidelines for Determining the Cost of
Construction” (hereinafter — the Guidelines) [7] and
“Guidelines for Determining the Cost of Design,
Scientific Design, Research Works and Examination
of Project Documentation for construction”
(hereinafter referred to as the Instruction) [8].

These Guidelines are, in essence, the basic rules
for the application of estimated norms and standards
for pricing in construction, when performing works
on reconstruction, capital repair of buildings,
buildings and structures of any purpose, their
complexes and parts, linear objects of engineering
and transport infrastructure, and as well as restoration
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of architectural monuments and urban planning [9].
The main innovations with their implementation were:

— the possibility of forming a firm contractual
price using consolidated indicators of the cost of
works, which will include costs for the wages of
construction workers, costs for the operation of
construction machines and mechanisms, costs for
construction materials, products and structures,
general production and administrative costs, other
works and costs (including funds to cover costs
associated with inflationary processes) and profit per
unit of measurement of a certain type of work.
Therefore, it is not necessary to additionally decipher
and substantiate all the components of the
construction cost, it is enough to record the cost of
a unit of work. Such liberalization of the pricing
system contributes to a significant reduction in the
number of documents that are submitted when
agreeing on the contractual price and when the
contractor hands over the scope of the completed
works to the Customer;

— the possibility of applying internationally
recognized forms of reporting for completed works
during construction;

— the possibility to form a list of work volumes
according to international measurement systems, in
particular CESMM4, which will allow foreign
contractors to conduct their pricing policy more
reliably, based on codes and names of work types
that are understandable to them;

— the possibility of applying uniform estimation
standards, etc. [7].

According to clause 2.3 of the Guidelines [7],
the resource element estimate standards currently
belong to the estimate standards:

a) for construction works;

b) for installation of equipment;

¢) for repair and construction works;

d) for restoration works;

e) for commissioning works;

f) operation of construction machines and
mechanisms [7]; etc.

Of course, the application of estimate standards
and standards for pricing in construction is mandatory
[7, 8]. On the other hand, the estimated standards
do not provide for consideration of transaction costs,
which, based on practical experience, make up to
10-15% of the cost of construction, reconstruction
and other projects.

Undoubtedly, any construction or
implementation of construction works is related to
the implementation of transactions, and therefore is
accompanied by certain costs of economic agents
for searching and checking information about the

counterparty, for concluding an agreement, its
implementation and protection of conditions, which
are generally called transaction costs.

Note that the concept of “transaction costs”
appeared in use with the emergence of the theory of
transactions, namely with the publication of Ronald
Coase’s work “The Nature of the Firm” (1937),
which stated that:

— carrying out market exchanges always results
in costs;

— depending on the situation, the size of these
costs may change, sometimes significantly, but will
never be zero [9, p. 61].

On the other hand, despite the ancient origin
of this concept, it is still not accepted in the
estimation business. It can be explained:

— firstly, the conservatism of the accounting
system, which is manifested in the inertia of its
reaction to the achievements of economic theory;

— secondly, the lack of proper interconnection
of the accounting system with the management
system that the accounting serves;

— thirdly, by underestimation of the importance
of transaction costs by scientists and practitioners
[10, p. 195].

In reference economic literature, “transaction
costs” are considered as: operational costs over and
above the main costs of production and circulation;
incidental expenses related to the organization of
the case, obtaining information, conducting
negotiations by underestimation of the importance
of transaction costs by scientists and practitioners
[11, p. 1468]; costs of concluding purchase and sale
agreements, conducting negotiations, ensuring
contract guarantees, as well as costs associated with
any deviations from the optimal way of contract
implementation by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [12, p. 152-153].

However, this concept remains debatable
among scientists. The authors offer many typologies
and classifications of transaction costs, in which each
scientist focuses on priority elements from his point
of view. Thus, R. Matthews reveals his own
relationship to the essence of transaction costs
through the characterization of their typology, saying
that they consist of the costs of drawing up and
concluding a contract, as well as the costs of
monitoring compliance with the contract and its
implementation, as opposed to transformational
costs, which are the costs of actual implementation
of the contract by underestimation of the importance
of transaction costs by scientists and practitioners
[13, p. 906]. M. Shesternyak recommends that
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“transaction costs” should be understood as costs
for servicing the contract (agreement, contract), costs
for compliance by the participants with the
agreements reached, costs for making decisions that
minimize risks, for developing long-term plans for
the business entity’s activities (organization of future
activities), as well as — revision of contract terms
and settlement of debatable issues by underestimation
of the importance of transaction costs by scientists
and practitioners [10, p. 195]. T. Gerasimenko
interprets “transaction costs” as costs arising during
the coordination of the activities of economic agents
by underestimation of the importance of transaction
costs by scientists and practitioners [9, p. 60].
Y. Pinda considers transaction costs as costs related
to legal obligations, short-term and long-term
contracts, which require detailed documentation and
require a simple mutual understanding of the parties.
Such costs include the costs of concluding purchase
and sale agreements, conducting negotiations,
ensuring contract guarantees, as well as costs
associated with any deviations from the optimal way
of implementing the contract by underestimation of
the importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [1, p. 22]. V.I. Myloshyk emphasizes
that transaction costs are costs for establishing and
securing property rights by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [14, p. 46]. 1.V. Makaliuk defines
transaction costs as costs for the organization of the
enterprise’s relations with subjects of the economic
environment and costs for maintenance of production
and economic activity by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [15, p. 316]. Emphasizing the
informational and legal aspects of the occurrence of
transaction costs, O.V. Vlasenko expresses the
opinion that transaction costs are a set of economic
costs for the organization and conduct of contracting
between subjects of economic relations, which are
determined by formal and informal conditions of
market functioning by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [16, p. 55].

So, the generalization of the interpretations of
the concept of “transaction costs” made it possible
to come to the conclusion that a theoretical
consensus regarding what actually are transaction
costs has not yet been reached. In the opinion of
the author, transaction costs are costs associated with
the organization of interaction and coordination of
relations between business entities, which are aimed
at creating conditions for the effective conduct of
business activities and involve a decrease in economic

benefits due to the disposal of assets or hidden losses,
as a result of the opacity of economic environment
and asymmetry of market information, or the increase
of obligations related to the maintenance of the
business partnership process.

Like any object studied in the scientific field,
transaction costs in order to ensure a clear
understanding of their place and role in pricing in
construction require not only clear definitions, but
also their breakdown into classes and groups, which
means guidelines for the implementation of attempts
their typology and classification [17, p. 14].

Since transaction costs in construction arise at
each stage of the implementation of construction
projects, we consider it quite appropriate to classify
them by periods, that is, before, during and after the
conclusion of contracts:

— ex-ante costs — incurred before the exchange
(costs for obtaining information about prices, quality
of resources, business reputation of the counterparty,
etc.);

— ex-interim costs — appear in the process of
exchange (payment for insurance services,
notarization of documents, calculations, etc.);

— ex-post costs — arising after the exchange
(costs for checking the execution of contracts, quality
control, costs for the protection of contracts, etc.)
[18, p. 129].

We emphasize that the need for standards of
transaction costs in construction originates from the
need of economic decision-making entities to have
information about what part of the costs incurred
for conducting business activities provides an increase
in invested capital, as well as information about the
economic and market environment, legal and
political conditions, specifics of product demand and
supply, establishment of economic and industrial
business relations, implementation of measures to
promote construction products by underestimation
of the importance of transaction costs by scientists
and practitioners [10, p. 198].

Instead, the main reason for the existence of
the need to allocate transaction costs as part of the
total costs of construction is the need to establish
economic effectiveness and efficiency of management
decision-making in construction. Clause 34 of
International Accounting Standards 1 by
underestimation of the importance of transaction
costs by scientists and practitioners [1] generally
determines that an economic entity provides
information on expenses that do not generate income,
but which are incidental to the main activity, if such
presentation reflects the essence of events by reducing
income by the amount of expenses that arise during
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the same operations. And as an example, the costs
of fulfilling the terms of contracts to ensure
obligations are given by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [17, p. 16].

In the system of International Financial
Reporting Standards, there is a fairly clear condition
for detailing the disclosure of information about
expenses — materiality. Given the above facts, it is
hardly possible to claim that transaction costs are
insignificant for business entities and for the economy
as a whole.

The lack of methodological approaches to the
identification and allocation of such costs in the
system of International Financial Reporting
Standards (although these costs are significant), in
our opinion, is caused by the lack of a theoretical
vision of this problem in pricing in construction by
underestimation of the importance of transaction
costs by scientists and practitioners [17, p. 18].

Equally important is the lack of “interest” (at
least so far) in transaction costs on the part of users
of estimated information. As soon as the user
understands the importance of these expenses for
management, he will see in their control an effective
reserve for reducing the cost of business activities —
the estimators will be required to provide information
about such expenses. After all, as stated in Clause
86 of International Accounting Standards 1,
disclosure of information about the components of
financial results of activity helps users understand
the achieved financial results of activity and predict
future financial results [19].

Therefore, in order to take into account when
determining the cost of construction works or
construction products, we consider it necessary to
make additions and clarifications to the following
sections of the Guidelines by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [7], namely:

— to supplement point 1.2 of the definition of
the concept of “transaction costs” as costs related
to the organization of interaction and coordination
of relations between economic entities, which are
aimed at creating conditions for the effective conduct
of economic activity and involve a decrease in
economic benefits due to the disposal of assets or
hidden losses, as a consequence of the opacity of
the economic environment and the asymmetry of
market information, or the increase of obligations
related to the maintenance of the business partnership
process;

—in clause 3.2 of Chapter III “Determining
the cost of construction when drawing up investor

estimate documentation”, expand the list of costs
that should be taken into account when determining
the estimated cost of construction by supplementing
it with transaction costs. Accordingly, clause 3.5
should be set out in the following way — transaction
costs include all costs associated with the conclusion
of contracts and the fulfillment of contractual
obligations, which are aimed at creating conditions
for the effective conduct of business activities and
involve a reduction in economic benefits due to the
disposal of assets or hidden losses, as a consequence
of the opacity of the economic environment and the
asymmetry of market information, or the increase
of obligations related to the maintenance of the
business partnership process; other costs include all
other costs that are not included in the cost of
construction works and the cost of equipment,
furniture and inventory;

— add to Section IV “Determining individual
components of the cost of the construction object at
the stage of drawing up the investor estimate
documentation” paragraph 4.44 “Funds to cover
transaction costs” with the following content “the
consolidated estimate of the cost of the construction
object includes transaction costs not taken into
account by the components the cost of the
construction object”. The size of these costs is
determined based on the norms and basis for their
calculation established by legislation and is included
in separate lines to the consolidated estimate of the
cost of the construction object;

— to expand Section V “Determining the value
of the construction object when drawing up the bid
price of the participant of the procurement procedure
(contractual price)” by adding clause 5.53
“Determining funds to cover transaction costs”,
which should be set out in the following way — to
the price of the bid of the participant of the
procurement procedure (contractual price) include
transaction costs that are not included in the
construction cost components. The size of these costs
is determined based on the norms and basis for their
calculation established by legislation;

— to amend Appendix 25 of the Guidelines [7]
by supplementing it with indicators of transaction
costs in order to ensure the correctness of the
determination of the estimated profit for the
construction object. In the event that the object of
construction is a complex (building), which includes
objects with different classes of consequences
(responsibility), as well as a complex (building),
which includes objects with one class of consequences
(responsibility), that according to aggregate indicators
exceed the level established for objects with the
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corresponding class of consequences (responsibility),
the size of the estimated profit is determined on the
basis of the indicators provided for the corresponding
class of consequences, which corresponds to the
aggregate indicators of all objects that are part of the
complex (buildings) (except for the types of work
specified in items 4, 5 and 6 of the table in Appendix
25 of the Guidelines by underestimation of the
importance of transaction costs by scientists and
practitioners [7]).

Provide in the investor estimate documentation
and local estimates a line for displaying transaction
costs for construction projects in terms of the
following stages:

a) design stage - as part of investor estimate
documentation;

b) the stage of determining the price of the
offer of the participant of the procurement procedure
(the contractual price, which can be fixed or
approximate (dynamic));

c¢) stages of mutual settlements — by clarifying
individual value indicators determined at previous
stages, depending on the type of contractual price
in the manner specified in the contract [18, p. 129].

Conclusions from this study and prospects for
further research in this direction

Thus, according to the results of the study, the
need to take into account when determining the cost
of construction or construction works transaction
costs, which should be understood as costs associated
with the organization of interaction and coordination
of relations between business entities, which are
aimed at creating conditions for the effective conduct
of economic activity and involve a decrease in
economic benefits due to the disposal of assets or
hidden losses, as a result of the opacity of the
economic environment and asymmetry of market
information, or an increase in obligations related to
the maintenance of the business partnership process.
Accordingly, the need to make additions and
corrections to the “Instructions on determining the
cost of construction” approved by the Order “On
the approval of the estimation norms of Ukraine in
construction” dated November 1, 2021 under No 281
has been proven.

Implementation of the submitted proposals in
practice will allow: to determine a more realistic
cost of construction and construction works; ensure
strict control over the targeted use of funds aimed at
financing construction objects, as well as introduce
a set of effective measures to conduct an adequate
state construction policy, supported by effective
institutions for regulating the activities of contractors
in the construction sector.
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MOJIUDIKAIIA KOIITOPUCHUX HOPMATUBIB 3
HNIHOYTBOPEHHA Y BYAIBHUIITBI

Jlesuenxo H.M.

Y ecmammi koncmamogano, w0 6npodosic pokie Hezaneic-
Hocmi eany3b 6yOieHUUMEA NPOUWAG MEPHUCIUM WASIXOM Chpob i
NOMUAOK, OCKIAbKU HA NOYAMKOBUX emanax c6020 CMAHOBAEHHS
6ydisenvHi opeanizayii He 60400iau docmMamHim 00C20M 3HAHb i
NPAKMUMHUX HABUHOK, NPAUIOBAAU 3d CIMAPUMU, We PAOSHCOKUMU
cmandapmamu. Hapasi s doceio ykpaincokux Oydieeavruxie € 3Hay-
HO Oinvwum, 36aeavenum Hoeumu KowmopucHumu Hopmamu Yk-
painu y sueandi deox Hacmanoe — KHY «Hacmanosa 3 euznaven-
Hs éapmocmi 6ydienuuymea» ma KHY «Hacmanosa 3 euznavenHs
6apmMocmi NPOEKMHUX, HAYK0BO-NPOCKMHUX, BUULYKYBANbHUX POOImM
ma ekcnepmu3u npoekmuoi dokymenmauii Ha 6ydienuymeo». 00-
HaK, He3eaxcarouu Ha ye, domenep y 0ydieeavrilli npakmuyi auma-
I0MbCs HeBUDIWeHUMU NUMAHHA NOPAOKY 8PAXYBAHHS Y 6APMOCHI
6ydisenvHoi npodykuyii uu 6ydieeabHux pobim mpaHcaKyitiHux eum-
pam, wo Cymmeso YCKAAOHIE NOPAOOK UiHOYMeEopeHHs y 6ydie-
Huymei. Jlas uimkoeo po3yMIHHA CcymHOCMI NOHAMMS
«MPAHCAKUYITIHI 6UMPAMU» PO32AIHYMO 1020 MPAKMYEAHHS Y 00-
8i0dKkogill aimepamypi ma ceped Haykoeuyie. Koncmamoeano, wo
meopemu1Ho20 KOHCEHCYCYy 3 RUMAHHS, W0 HACNPAsdi € Mpancak-
yiuHumu eumpamamu, doci He docsenymo. Todxc, 3anponoHo8aHo
agmopcoKe U3HAYEHHS MPAKCAYilIHUX eUmpam, sSIK eumpam, no-
8’13aHUX 3 OpeaHizauicro 83acmodii ma Koopouuayii 83aemogio-
HOCUH Midc cy0 eKmamu 20cno0apro8amts, AKi CNpamMo8aHi Ha cmeo-
DEHHSI YMO8 eheKmuHo20 8edeHHs: 20cnodapcovkoi disabHocmi ma
nepedbauarome 3MeHUeHHs: eKOHOMIYHUX U200 6HACAIO0K eUOYM-
ms aKmueie Yu NpUxXo8aHux empam, K HACAIOKA Henpo30pocmi
eKOHOMIYHO20 cepedosuiya ma acumempii puHK06oi ingopmauii, abo
Juc 30inbleHHs1 300068 ’93aHb, N0 A3aHUX 3 00CAY208YBAHHAM NPOUe-
¢y 0inoeoeo napmuepcmea. Jlosedeno HeoOXiOHicmb 6HeceHHs 00-
nosHenv ma kopekmug do Kowmopucnux Hopmamueie Yipainu
«Hacmanosu 3 eusnavenns eapmocmi Oy0ieHUYMEa» 6 YACMUHI
6CMAHOBACHHS HOPMAMUBI6 MPAHCAKYIHUX éumpam 3a Oydieens-
Humu npoekmamu. Yimxo cghopmyavoearo nponosuyii ujo0o moou-
ikayii KowmopucHux HOpMamueie 3 YiHoymeoperHsl y OydieHUYmMsI,
3anpo6adNCceHHs AKUX HA NPAKMuyi 003604ums.; euzHauamu Oinoul
peanicmuuny eapmicms 0ydisHuymea ma 0ydieeavHux pobim; 3a-
Oe3neyumu JHCOPCMKUU KOHMPOAb 34 UYiNbOBUM BUKOPUCMAHHAM
Kowmie, CnpsmMo8aHux Ha QiHancysanus 06 ckmie 6ydienuumea, a
makooic 3anposadumu Komnaekc oiesux 3axodie uio00o eedeHHs adek-
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eamHoi depyucasroi OydigeavHoi nosimuku, niokpinaeHoi diceumu
iHcmumymamu peeynto8ants OisabHocmi KoHmpaeenmie 0ydigensb-
Hoeo cekmopa.

KnouoBi ciaoBa: KomTOPUCHI HOPMU, KOIUTOPUCHI
HOpMAaTUBHU, L[iIHOYTBOPEHHSI y OYyIiBHULTBI, TpaHCaKLiiHI
BUTpPATH, BapTiCTh OYAIBHULTBA Ta OyAiBeJIbHUX POOIT.

MODIFICATION OF ESTIMATE STANDARDS FOR
PRICING IN CONSTRUCTION

Levchenko N.M.*

“Zaporizhzhia Polytechnic” National University, Zaporizhzhia,
Ukraine

* e-mail: zntu@znu.edu.ua

Levchenko Nataliia ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3283-
6924

The article states that over the years of independence, the
construction industry has gone through a thorny path of trial and
error, since at the initial stages of its formation, construction
organizations did not have sufficient knowledge and practical skills,
they worked according to old, still Soviet standards. At present, the
experience of Ukrainian builders is much greater, enriched by the
new Estimated Norms of Ukraine in the form of two Guidelines —
“Guidelines for determining the cost of construction” and “Guidelines
for determining the cost of design, scientific design, survey work and
examination of design documentation for construction”. However,
despite this, the issues of the procedure for accounting for the cost of
construction products or construction work of transaction costs still
remain unresolved in construction practice, which significantly
complicates the pricing procedure in construction. For a clear
understanding of the essence of the concept of “transaction costs”,
its interpretation in the reference literature and among scientists is
considered. It is stated that a theoretical consensus on the issue,
which in fact is transaction costs, has not yet been reached. The
author’s definition of traction costs is proposed as costs associated
with the organization of interaction and coordination of relationships
between business entities, which are aimed at creating conditions for
the effective conduct of economic activities and provide for a decrease
in economic benefits due to the disposal of assets or hidden losses, as
a result of the opacity of the economic environment and the asymmetry
of market information, or an increase in the obligations associated
with the maintenance of the business partnership process. The necessity
of making additions and adjustments to the Estimated Standards of
Ukraine “Guidelines for determining the cost of construction” in
terms of establishing standards for transaction costs for construction
projects is proved. Clearly formulated proposals for the modification
of estimated standards for pricing in construction, the implementation
of which in practice will allow: to determine a more realistic cost of
construction and construction work; ensure strict control over the
targeted use of funds allocated to finance construction projects, as
well as introduce a set of effective measures to maintain an adequate
state construction policy, supported by effective institutions for
regulating the activities of contractors in the construction sector.

Keywords: estimate norms, estimate standards, pricing in
construction, transaction costs, cost of construction and con-
struction works.
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