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Zhukova N. M. PRESERVATION OF BRITISH ARGOT WORDS AND FORMATION OF INNOVATIONS ON THEIR 
BASIS IN THE ENGLISH IN AUSTRALIA / Zaporizhzhia National Technical University, Ukraine.  

In the article the results of the study of the way in which the British argot words transported to Australia on the border 
of the V th  th centuries participated in the process of the English lexicon adaptation to the new conditions 
of functioning are presented. The ways and means of morphological and semantic derivation are analyzed. 
The transformations in the connotative component of the meaning and ways of enlarging the phraseological stock 
of the English in Australia are considered. The factors conducive to the preservation and adaptation of the argot words 
are determined. 

Key words: adaptation, argot word, denotative component of the meaning, innovation, connotative component 
of the meaning, morphological derivation, semantic derivation, derivative, transformation, phraseologism. 
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      (7,6 %), 
   1,5 %)).  

- 
(chatty lousy gammoner a man who is ready at invention and always has a flow of plausible language prad a 
horse , ,   to shake   

shaking  considerable quantity of 
 (       . .); Jerry had unblushingly declared that he himself 

shaken . : 4, . 575].  

        ,    
.  

 

-  (to gaff to gamble with cards, dice, etc to toss up gaffing gambling to rush 
rush (esp. of gold-miners) > rusher square fair, upright, and 
honest squarie );  

-  (flash  be taken notice flashjack a man whose behaviour or dress is 
characterized by flamboyance and showiness; a swell flat a gullible person or dupe, esp. a recent immigrant  > 
flat-catching indulging in sharp practice );  

-  (chat > to chat, to ring-in > ring-in, );  

-  (crabshells crabs  

-   (lag a convict who has been transported to a penal settlement in Australia, any 
convict  > the land of lags >  > Lagsland Australia ; to carry the swag  the stolen 

swag-carrier one who carries a swag; an itinerant worker, esp. one in search of 
employment, who carries a swag; a tramp  

       , ,  
     (brand faker swaggie 

an itinerant worker who carries a swag ),   (swagging  a 
swagman ),  (swag cover a waterproof cover for a swag , swag strap a strap with which a swag 
is held together and secured to the bearer ). 

 

         [Root + (Root) + Suffix], 
     : 

-   -ing (swag-carrying rushing ); 

-   -er (bolter  flatcatcher  
); 

- -   - , -  (covie a r , an affectionate mode of address , 
chummy a recently arrived immigrant , scrummy a threepenny piece, thrummer  ). 

      : -dom, -ise, -ism, -ness, -oh, 
-ship, -ster (lagdom the convict period lairise behaviour, typical of a lair new chumism behaviour which is 
characteristic of a newly arrived, and therefore inexperienced, immigrant; an instance of this  lairiness  manner 
of wearing flashy, , rush-oh an exclamatory call, announcing the discovery of 
a new goldfield  new chumship the condition of being a new chum sly-grogster 

).  

  ,        -like (swaglike  the 
 -  -less (swagless without money 

or possessions  

       ,      
        445].   

      :  

) [N  V   ] chat to chat swag 
 to swag to carry one s 
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) [V  N  ] to ring-in ring-in 
  

) [N  ,  Adj , ] lair  behaviour; a show-
lair new chum a novice; one inexperienced in a particular activity, 

occupation, etc  > new chum inexpert; raw ;  

) [Adj  N  , ] lagging  lagging 
a  

) [Adj , ,  V ,    , , ] square fair, upright, and honest  
to square off   

 his-nabs of a third person: him 
or himself gill a cove his gills jocular) a self-important person woolly-bird  woolly 
kangaroo, woolly-coat, woolly-back a sheep  

 

   

-  >   bellowser a man transported for his natural life  > a sentence or term 
of transportation for life , one who serves this , sharp a gambler, a swindler, a cheat   ex-convict
one who exploits the simple or ; 

-  >   to lag to transport for seven years or upwards  > to transport (a convict) 
from Britain to a penal settlement in Australia

-prisoner) , to 
plant to hide, to conceal   conceal 

 claim); to place (a 
quantity of the mineral sought) in a mining claim in order 
animal: to conceal itself   

-  >   cove emph. a man, any third person whose name you are either ignorant of, or don t 
want to mention the master of a house or shop  > the owner or manager of an establishment, esp. of a sheep 
station , a , , plant anything ,  place of concealment  

-  quantity of the mineral sought 
placed in a claim  

-  to jacket to deceive smb. by betraying the confidence
by underhand and vile means from any birth or situation he enjoys  > to inform on (smb  

-  to gammon to amuse with false assurances , to praise, or flatter, 
in order to obtain some particular end , to persuade smb. to an act by artful language, or pretence

 pretend 
to pretend; to feign 

(illness, etc.) to lumber to deposit some property somewhere for present security , to retire to any house or 
private place, for a short time  

-  to tip to give , to pay , to bribe  > to bribe  

  
 

        
( , sly ( ) sly ( , sly-digging -mining, the site 

sly-grog sly-grog seller, sly-grogster, sly-grogger 
sly-groggery  sold 

sly-grog selling vbl. n., sly-grogging ).  

 ,       ,    
   ( , brown a a penny  yarn a chat, a discussion  
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,  to fake   
(10   )   : ( ) , , 

 ,  > 
( )  

       ,   
      to rob, to steal to fabricate  to make

to wound  to change the brand on a stolen beast (= to fabricate (2) a mark made (3) with  a hot piece of 
metal on a stolen (1) beast, wounding (4) it  

  ,    ,    
 . ,  to fake       

 to fake > to brand-fake brand faker  changes the brand on a 
, to wire-fake , wire-faking 

, wire-faker .  

  

to 
lumber, to yarn newie, trap  

                              

 
-1 -1 

  
 

 
 

 -1 -  

-  

to yarn 
 to relate various adventures, exploits and escapes to each other

to talk, to chat (= to relate something (various adventures, exploits and escapes, etc.) to each other  
   

   to yarn         
 ,  :    . 

      newie  
         
    

       , 
  , , lag, to plant  (  2).  

 
-1 -1  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 -1 -1 -2 

-  

       to slum 
or  

          (   
        .  

      / .    
       : dingy (Shearing) 

of a fleece: yellow and discoloured wool, usually very heavy in condition ring-in (Horse-  fraudulent 
school (Two-up 

a group of people assembled for the purpose of playing a gambling game, esp. two-up  

 
-1 -1 

  
 

 
 

 -1  
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flat, jigger, to ring-in  

 -  
       rusher

    
   

       ,    
        

 
 -   -  %); 

 -      96-105]).  

-  

)   /  > ,       /  school a group of people 
assembled for the purpose of gambling the place where an assembly for the purpose of gambling takes place  

) ,      > ,    rush 
 

)  > ,    rush 
 

)  > ,     swag 
 bed-roll  

)   >   peter  

-  

) -1 > -2,   -  to rush sudden and violent effort to get into any place, or to 
effect the exit  

-1 > -2,    -  to rush  

-  

) -1 > -2,    -  to swag to carry one s swag to travel as a swagman  

) -1 > -2,     -  to rush sudden and violent effort to get into any 
place, or to effect the exit  

)    >  tip  

 

  
   

-1 -1 -2 -2 

 
 

 
,  

 
  

 
 

 

 
-1 -1 -2 -3 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 -1 -1 -2 -4 
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ridge 
gold all right, genuine dinkum
  good, valuable c. 531]. 

chat, new chum  

swaggie an itinerant worker who carries a swag an object that changes its 
position constantly worker

object changes position 
constantly

cove, lob  

dummy one commissioned to select a block 
of Crown land on behalf of another not entitled to do so the leading car of a pair of cable tramcars, in which the 
driver operates the controls

somebody a car performs tasks 
given by somebody  

 

peter a box a prison cell
 an enclosure a room

closed to hold to keep to restrict the movements  

tatts dice  false) teeth
white hard for taking    

     cracker  their daily 
 

 
 

  

 

 
  

-1 -1 -2 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 -2 -3 -4 

 

 
  

-1 -1 -2 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 -2 -3 -4 

  

 
  

-1 -1 -2 
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    to throw off: (
allusions under the mask of 
(= a       

    to throw off   
          to throw off  

         

    cracker (
    cracker  worthless 

     ,      
worn-out cow  bottoms  cows 

pretty much beyond their usefulness  me river paddoc
. : 4,  177].       

 new chum, sly. 

   ramp, to ramp      
( ) vs.  ( ramp, to ramp 

(ramp a robbery by open violence or sudden snatching at smth. and running off with it to ramp to rob any 
person or place by open violence or suddenly snatching at smth. and running off with it   

          ,    
   : ramp ( a search made in a gaol of a prisoner s person or cell

to ramp ( to search a prisoner or cell in gaol  

   ,         
: 

)     cracker ( ) 
cracker shin cracker (  

)  ,     two-bob-in (
two-bob two-bob  

-   
 

- - in plant in a hiding place  

- ,   ,    (to be in it ( to be an accidental witness to a robbery, 
etc > ( to take part (in an activity, etc.), usu. with some enthusiasm  ; 

- to be awake to (any scheme / 
deception / design) to see through or comprehend smth > to be a (full) wake-up (to smb. / smth.) (
be or become (fully) alert to, or aware of, the intentions of a person or the possibilities of a to crack a 
whid ( to speak or utter to crack a lay (  

-   ,        
(swag ( )   parcel, a except money  > (  possessions 
and daily necessaries carried by one travelling, usu. on foot, in the bush - cigarette(-paper) swag 

 horseshoe swag  to 
, stiff and swagless  p to up swag 

 
to swag it to carry one , travel ).       

 58 .  

    ,   -  
     . 13-14]. ,    a bolter s chance only 

a remote chance of succeeding    : to bolt to run away from or leave any place 
suddenly bolter (  succeeding, an 

 

        : pops to 
go off pop ( to serve to give (smb.) a 
serve ( .  
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. 

beak a magistrate a magistrate 
or judge broads cards playing cards cracksman - a safe-breaker  

Used elsewhere but recorded earliest in Australia to yarn, yarn, to 
lumber

Common 
English). 

 

The disgraceful practices now going on, such as ringing-in horses, pulling, foul riding
  534] (to ring-in to exchange base money for good to pull (up) to accost, stop, apprehend

[4,       
 

      ,      
    become 

legitimized in the dictionary of this colony: plant, swag, pulling up, and other epithets ... are established ... among all 
6,  cept perhaps the North Adelaide . (Quiz notices that this 

 c. 509].  

- swag 
 

 -     
 c. 296-   

swag 
The swagman .. rolled his belongings into a bag, which he tied to a swag-strap A swagman is generally 

patronised ... The swaggie . : 4, c. 653].  

  
   

vs  
vs  

new chum  
a prisoner who has been in confinement for a short time  a newly arrived 

immigrant a novice; one inexperienced in a particular activity, occupation, etc  

flat,  
vs    

vs.   ): flat (
rob or defraud  dupe, esp. a recent 

 

 
,           , 

 -         
 . 

 
 



107 

  1, 2013 

 
 

 

 
1.   

   Academia, 2002.  394 c. 

2.      [2-  
 208  

3.   .    [2-
   -    819 c. 

4. The Australian National Dictionary : A Dictionary of Australianisms on Historical Principles / 
[ed. by W. S. Ramson].  Oxford, Auckland, New York, Melbourne : Oxford University Press, 1997.  
814 p. 

5. Baker S. J. The Australian English : An Examination of the English Language and English Speech as Used in 
Australia from Convict Days to the Present, with Special Reference to the Growth of the Indigenous Idiom 
and Its Use by Australian Writers / S. J. Baker.  [2nd ed.].  Sydney : Currawong Publishing, 1966.  xiv, 
517 p. 

6. Cunningham P. M. Two Years in New South Wales, Comprising Sketches of the Actual State of the Society 
in That Colony, of Its Peculiar Advantages to Emigrants, of Its Topography, Natural History, &c., &c. : in 2 
vol. [Electronic resource] / P. M. Cunningham.  [2nd ed., enlarged].  London : H. Colburn, 1827.  336 p.  
Vol. 2.  
Access mode: http://books.google.com.ua/books?id=lfxEAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=ru#v=one 
page&q&f=false 

7. Laugesen A. Convict Words : Language in Early Colonial Australia / A. Laugesen.  South Melbourne : 
Oxford University Press, 2002.  xiv, 208 p. 

8. Lloyd  : A Historical Review of Australian Homelessness / C. Lloyd // 
A History of European Housing in Australia / [ed. by P. Troy].  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 
2000.  P. 287-305. 

9. Simes G. A Dictionary of Australian Underworld Slang / G. Simes.  Oxford, et al. : Oxford University Press 
Australia.  1993.  215 p. 

10. Turner G.W. English in Australia / G. W. Turner // The Cambridge History of the English Language : 
in 5 vol. / [ed. by R. Burchfield].  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1994.  Vol. 5 : English in 
Britain and Overseas : Origins and Development.  P. 277-327. 

11. Vaux J. H. A New and Comprehensive Vocabulary of the Flash Language [Electronic resource] / J. H. Vaux. 
 New South Wales, 1819.  Access mode : http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks06/0600111.txt 

12. Wilkes G. A. Exploring Australian English : Publications for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation / 
G. A. Wilkes.  Sydney : ABC Enterprises, 1986.  96 p. 

 811.111:811.512.162 

 
 

 

 

 
  

http://books.google.com.ua/books?id=lfxEAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=ru#v=one
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks06/0600111.txt

