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THE CURRENT STATE AND PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

TOURISM IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is one of the most dynamic and rapidly 

growing tourist countries in the world. Due to significant investments in 

infrastructure development, large-scale cultural and entertainment projects, as well as 

strategic location, the UAE has turned into a key center of world tourism. Below is an 

overview of the current state and prospects for the development of this industry. The 

current state of tourism in the UAE: 

1.1. Infrastructure development 

The UAE is known for its advanced infrastructure, which has become one of 

the main factors behind the rapid growth of tourism. Emirates, in particular Dubai 

and Abu Dhabi, offer world-class hotel complexes, shopping malls, international 

conference centers, airports and transport systems. The airports of Dubai and Abu 

Dhabi are among the busiest in the world, providing comfortable transport 

connections with Europe, Asia and other regions. 

1.2. Tourist attractions and events 

The UAE has become a global tourism hub thanks to its spectacular tourist 

attractions. For example: the Burj Khalifa is the tallest building in the world, a 

symbol of Dubai and attracts millions of tourists every year; Palm Jumeirah is an 

artificial island with luxury hotels, beaches and entertainment facilities; Ferrari World 

in Abu Dhabi is the world’s largest indoor theme park dedicated to the famous car 

brand. 
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1.3. Diversity of tourism 

The UAE offers various types of tourism: 

Luxury tourism: The emirates are known for their luxury hotels, resorts and 

beaches. Places like the Burj Al Arab or Atlantis on the Palm offer a unique 

experience for tourists looking for a luxury vacation. 

Shopping tourism: Every year, millions of tourists come for big sales and 

festivals, such as the Dubai Shopping Festival. 

Cultural tourism: The UAE is investing in the development of cultural sites 

such as the Abu Dhabi Louvre and the Sheikh Zayed National Museum to showcase 

the region’s cultural wealth. 

Adventure tourism: desert safaris, parachuting, diving, golf - all this is actively 

developing for tourists who seek active recreation. 

1.4. Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

The pandemic has had a significant impact on the UAE’s tourism sector, but 

the country has been able to quickly adapt to the new conditions. The introduction of 

strict security measures, the development of domestic tourism and the rapid 

resumption of international travel after the opening of borders allowed the UAE to 

quickly return to the level of tourist flows that existed before the pandemic. 

Prospects for the development of tourism in the UAE. 

2.1. Expansion of tourist opportunities. 

The UAE has ambitious plans for the further development of tourism, the aim 

of which is to make the country even more attractive for tourists from all over the 

world. In the coming years, it is expected to increase investments in the construction 

of new resorts, shopping centers, cultural facilities, as well as the expansion of offers 

for ecological and health tourism. 

For example, new cultural and entertainment parks are planned to open in Abu 

Dhabi, including the expansion of the Warner Bros. theme park. World. Dubai, in 

turn, continues to develop innovative and futuristic projects, such as the Museum of 

the Future, which will become one of the main tourist attractions. 

2.2. Sustainable tourism. 
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The UAE places significant emphasis on the sustainable development of 

tourism, given the growing demand for environmentally responsible leisure. One of 

the main initiatives is the development of ecological resorts in desert regions, which 

will ensure minimal impact on the environment. For example, hotels like Al Maha 

Desert Resort offer a unique experience of combining luxury with environmental 

standards. 

2.3. Development of medical and health tourism. 

Taking into account global trends, the UAE is actively developing medical 

tourism. Dubai is already known for its advanced medical centers that attract foreign 

patients for quality medical care. Further growth in demand for medical and health 

services in the country is expected due to the creation of specialized medical towns. 

2.4. Diversification of tourist products. 

The UAE seeks to expand the range of tourism services offered to attract 

different categories of travelers. The authorities of the Emirates are actively working 

on the development of new directions, such as gastronomic tourism based on the 

multicultural cuisine of the region, as well as the development of festival tourism 

related to art, music and fashion. 

Despite the successes, there are several challenges that the UAE tourism 

industry may face: 

1. Competition in the global market: The UAE faces serious competition from 

other tourist destinations, including neighboring countries such as Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar. 

2. Climatic conditions: The hot summer in the Emirates can be difficult for the 

development of year-round tourism, so it is important to offer solutions for 

comfortable rest even in the summer months. 

3. Environmental challenges: Although the country is developing sustainable 

tourism, massive construction and an increase in the number of tourists can 

negatively affect the region’s ecosystem. 

Tourism in the UAE continues to be a strategic area of development that brings 

significant economic benefits and improves the country’s international image. Thanks 
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to the variety of tourism products, innovative approaches and attention to sustainable 

development, the UAE has every chance to maintain its leadership position in global 

tourism and attract even more. 




